Verb Charts

Regular Verbs

All regular - er, - ir, and - re verbs follow the same rules in every tense and mood for verb conjugation. Use these sample charts as a guide for all verbs that are classified as regular.

- er verbs 

	TABLE 1 

	Parler (to speak); Past Participle, parlé



	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

parl e 
parl ais 
parler ai 
parler ais 
parl e 
tu 

parl es 
parl ais 
parler as 
parler ais 
parl es 
il 

parl e 
parl ait 
parler a 
parler ait 
parl e 
nous 

parl ons 
parl ions 
parler ons 
parler ions 
parl ions 
vous 

parl ez 
parl iez 
parler ez 
parler iez 
parl iez 
ils 

parl ent 
parl aient 
parler ont 
parler aient 
parl ent 



- ir verbs 

	TABLE 2 

	Finir (to finish); Past participle, fini 


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

fin is 
finiss ais 
finir ai 
finir ais 
finiss e 
tu 

fin is 
finiss ais 
finir as 
finir ais 
finiss es 
il 

fin it 
finiss ait 
finir a 
finir ait 
finiss e 
nous 

fin issons 
finiss ions 
finir ons 
finir ions 
finiss ions 
vous 

fin issez 
finiss iez 
finir ez 
finir iez 
finiss iez 
ils 

fin issent 
finiss aient 
finir ont 
finir aient 
finiss ent 



- re verbs 

	TABLE 3 

	Vendre (to sell); Past Participle, vendu


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

vend s 
vend ais 
vendr ai 
vendr ais 
vend e 
tu 

vend s 
vend ais 
vendr as 
vendr ais 
vend es 
il 

vend 

vend ait 
vendr a 
vendr ait 
vend e 
nous 

vend ons 
vend ions 
vendr ons 
vendr ions 
vend ions 
vous 

vend ez 
vend iez 
vendr ez 
vendr iez 
vend iez 
ils 

vend ent 
vend aient 
vendr ont 
vendr aient 
vend ent 



- er verbs with spelling changes: 
- cer verbs 

	TABLE 4 

	Placer (to place); Past Participle, place



	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

plac e 
plaç ais 
placer ai 
placer ais 
plac e 
tu 

plac es 
plaç ais 
placer as 
placer ais 
plac es 
il 

plac e 
plaç ait 
placer a 
placer ait 
plac e 
nous 

plaç ons 
plac ions 
placer ons 
placer ions 
plac ions 
vous 

plac ez 
plac iez 
placer ez 
placer iez 
plac iez 
ils 

plac ent 
plaç aient 
placer ont 
placer aient 
plac ent 



- ger verbs 
	TABLE 5 

	Manger (to eat); Past participle, mange



	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

mang e 
mang eais 
manger ai 
manger ais 
mang e 
tu 

mang es 
mang eais 
manger as 
manger ais 
mang es 
il 

mang e 
mang eait 
manger a 
manger ait 
mang e 
nous 

mang eons 
mangions 
manger ons 
manger ions 
mang ions 
vous 

mang ez 
mangiez 
manger ez 
manger iez 
mang iez 
ils 

mang ent 
mang eaient 
manger ont 
manger aient 
mang ent 



- yer verbs 
	TABLE 6 

	Employer (to use); Past participle, employé


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

j' 

emploi e 
employ ais 
emploier ai 
emploier ais 
emploi e 
tu 

emploi es 
employ ais 
emploier as 
emploier ais 
emploi es 
il 

emploi e 
employ ait 
emploier a 
emploier ait 
emploi e 
nous 

employ ons 
employ ions 
emploier ons 
emploier ions 
employ ions 
vous 

employ ez 
employ iez 
emploier ez 
emploier iez 
employ iez 
ils 

emploi ent 
employ aient 
emploier ont 
emploier aient 
emploi ent 



- e + consonant + - er verbs 
	TABLE 7 

Acheter (to speak); Past participle, acheté
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

j' 

ach ète 
achet ais 
achèter ai 
ach èterais 
ach ète 
tu 

ach ètes 
achet ais 
achèter as 
ach èterais 
ach ètes 
il 

ach ète 
achet ait 
achèter a 
ach èterait 
ach ète 
nous 

achet ons 
achet ions 
achèter ons 
ach èterions 
achet ions 
vous 

achet ez 
achet iez 
achèter ez 
ach èteriez 
achet iez 
ils 

ach ètent 
achet aient 
achèter ont 
ach èteraient 
ach ètent 



- er verbs with double consonants 

	TABLE 8 

	Appeler (to speak); Past participle, appelé


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

j' 

appell e 
appel ais 
appeller ai 
appeller ais 
appell e 
tu 

appell es 
appel ais 
appeller as 
appeller ais 
appell es 
il 

appell e 
appel ait 
appeller a 
appeller ait 
appell e 
nous 

appel ons 
appel ions 
appeller ons 
appeller ions 
appel ions 
vous 

appel ez 
appel iez 
appeller ez 
appeller iez 
appel iez 
ils 

appell ent 
appel aient 
appeller ont 
appeller aient 
appell ent 



	TABLE 9 

Jeter (to throw); Past participle, jeté
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

jett e 
jet ais 
jetter ai 
jetter ais 
jett e 
tu 

jett es 
jet ais 
jetter as 
jetter ais 
jett es 
il 

jett e 
jet ait 
jetter a 
jetter ait 
jett e 
nous 

jet ons 
jet ions 
jetter ons 
jetter ions 
jet ions 
vous 

jet ez 
jet iez 
jetter ez 
jetter iez 
jet iez 
ils 

jett ent 
jet aient 
jetter ont 
jetter aient 
jett ent 



- é + consonant + - er verbs 

	TABLE 10 

	Répéter (to repeat); Past participle, répété 


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

répèt e 
répét ais 
répéter ai 
répéter ais 
répèt e 
tu 

répèt es 
répét ais 
répéter as 
répéter ais 
répèt es 
il 

répèt e 
répét ait 
répéter a 
répéter ait 
répèt e 
nous 

répét ons 
répét ions 
répéter ons 
répéter ions 
répét ons 
vous 

répét ez 
répét iez 
répéter ez 
répéter iez 
répét ez 
ils 

répèt ent 
répét aient 
répéter ont 
répéter aient 
répèt ent 



Irregular Verbs

Irregular verbs follow no specific rules for verb conjugation, so you must memorize each one. Use the following tables as a reference for the irregular verbs you need the most. (Note that verbs conjugated with être in the past tense are indicated by an asterisk [*].) 

	TABLE 1 

	Aller* (to go); Past participle, allé


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

vais 

all ais 
ir ai 
ir ais 
aille 

tu 

vas 

all ais 
ir as 
ir ais 
ailles 

il 

va 

all ait 
ir a 
ir ait 
aille 

nous 

allons 

all ions 
ir ons 
ir ions 
allions 

vous 

allez 

all iez 
ir ez 
ir iez 
alliez 

ils 

vont 

all aient 
ir ont 
ir aient 
aillent 




	TABLE 2 

	Avoir (to have); Past participle, eu


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

j' 

ai 

av ais 
aur ai 
aur ais 
aie 

tu 

as 

av ais 
aur as 
aur ais 
aies 

il 

a 

av ait 
aur a 
aur ait 
ait 

nous 

avons 

av ions 
aur ons 
aur ions 
ayons 

vous 

avez 

av iez 
aur ez 
aur iez 
ayez 

ils 

ont 

av aient 
aur ont 
aur aient 
aient 




	TABLE 3 

	Boire (to drink); Past participle, bu


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

bois 

buv ais 
boir ai 
boir ais 
boive 

tu 

bois 

buv ais 
boir as 
boir ais 
boives 

il 

boit 

buv ait 
boir a 
boir ait 
boive 

nous 

buvons 

buv ions 
boir ons 
boir ions 
buvions 

vous 

buvez 

buv iez 
boir ez 
boir iez 
buviez 

ils 

boivent 

buv aient 
boir ont 
boir aient 
boivent 




	TABLE 4 

	Connaitre (to know); Past participle, connu


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

connais 

connaiss ais 
connaîtr ai 
connaîtr ais 
connaisse 

tu 

connais 

connaiss ais 
connaîtr as 
connaîtr ais 
connaisses 

il 

connaît 

connaiss ait 
connaîtr a 
connaîtr ait 
connaisse 

nous 

connaissons 

connaiss ions 
connaîtr ons 
connaîtr ions 
connaissions 

vous 

connaissez 

connaiss iez 
connaîtr ez 
connaîtr iez 
connaissiez 

ils 

conaissent 

connaiss aient 
connaîtr ont 
connaîtr aient 
connaissent 




	TABLE 5 

	Devoir (to have to); Past participle, dû


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

dois 

dev ais 
devr ai 
devr ais 
doive 

tu 

dois 

dev ais 
devr as 
devr ais 
doives 

il 

doit 

dev ait 
devr a 
devr ait 
doive 

nous 

devons 

dev ions 
devr ons 
devr ions 
devions 

vous 

devez 

dev iez 
devr ez 
devr iez 
deviez 

ils 

doivent 

dev aient 
devr ont 
devr aient 
doivent 




	TABLE 6 

	Dire (to say, tell); Past participle, dit


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

dis 

dis ais 
dir ai 
dir ais 
dise 

tu 

dis 

dis ais 
dir as 
dir ais 
dises 

il 

dit 

dis ait 
dir a 
dir ait 
dise 

nous 

disons 

dis ions 
dir ons 
dir ions 
disions 

vous 

dites 

dis iez 
dir ez 
dir iez 
disiez 

ils 

disent 

dis aient 
dir ont 
dir aient 
disent 




	TABLE 7 

Dormir (to sleep); Past participle, dormi
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

dors 

dorm ais 
dormir ai 
dormir ais 
dorme 

tu 

dors 

dorm ais 
dormir as 
dormir ais 
dormes 

il 

dort 

dorm ait 
dormir a 
dormir ait 
dorme 

nous 

dormons 

dorm ions 
dormir ons 
dormir ions 
dormions 

vous 

dormez 

dorm iez 
dormir ez 
dormir iez 
dormiez 

ils 

dorment 

dorm aient 
dormir ont 
dormir aient 
dorment 




	TABLE 8 

	écrire (to write); Past participle, écrit


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

jû 

écris 

écriv ais 
écrir ai 
écrir ais 
écrive 

tu 

écris 

écriv ais 
écrir as 
écrir ais 
écrives 

il 

écrit 

écriv ait 
écrir a 
écrir ait 
écrive 

nous 

écrivons 

écriv ions 
écrir ons 
écrir ions 
écrivions 

vous 

écrivez 

écriv iez 
écrir ez 
écrir iez 
écriviez 

ils 

écrivent 

écriv aient 
écrir ont 
écrir aient 
écrivent 




	TABLE 9 

Être (to be); Past participle, été
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

suis 

ét ais 
ser ai 
ser ais 
sois 

tu 

es 

ét ais 
ser as 
ser ais 
sois 

il 

est 

ét ait 
ser a 
ser ait 
soit 

nous 

sommes 

ét ions 
ser ons 
ser ions 
soyons 

vous 

êtes 

ét iez 
ser ez 
ser iez 
soyez 

ils 

sont 

ét aient 
ser ont 
ser aient 
soient 




	TABLE 10 

	Faire (to make, do); Past participle, fait


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

fais 

fais ais 
fer ai 
fer ais 
fasse 

tu 

fais 

fais ais 
fer as 
fer ais 
fasses 

il 

fait 

fais ait 
fer a 
fer ait 
fasse 

nous 

faisons 

fais ions 
fer ons 
fer ions 
fassions 

vous 

faites 

fais iez 
fer ez 
fer iez 
fassiez 

ils 

font 

fais aient 
fer ont 
fer aient 
fassent 




	TABLE 11 

Lire (to read); Past participle, lu
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

lis 

lis ais 
lir ai 
lir ais 
lise 

tu 

lis 

lis ais 
lir as 
lir ais 
lises 

il 

lit 

lis ait 
lir a 
lir ait 
lise 

nous 

lisons 

lis ions 
lir ons 
lir ions 
lisions 

vous 

lisez 

lis iez 
lir ez 
lir iez 
lisiez 

ils 

lisent 

lis aient 
lir ont 
lir aient 
lisent 




	TABLE 12 

	Mettre (to put); Past participle, mis


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

mets 

mett ais 
mettr ai 
mettr ais 
mette 

tu 

mets 

mett ais 
mettr as 
mettr ais 
mettes 

il 

met 

mett ait 
mettr a 
mettr ait 
mette 

nous 

mettons 

mett ions 
mettr ons 
mettr ions 
mettions 

vous 

mettez 

mett iez 
mettr ez 
mettr iez 
mettiez 

ils 

mettent 

mett aient 
mettr ont 
mettr aient 
mettent 




	TABLE 13 

Ouvrir (to open); Past participle, ouvert
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

jû 

ouvr e 
ouvr ais 
ouvrir ai 
ouvrir ais 
ouvre 

tu 

ouvr es 
ouvr ais 
ouvrir as 
ouvrir ais 
ouvres 

il 

ouvr e 
ouvr ait 
ouvrir a 
ouvrir ait 
ouvre 

nous 

ouvr ons 
ouvr ions 
ouvrir ons 
ouvrir ions 
ouvrions 

vous 

ouvr ez 
ouvr iez 
ouvrir ez 
ouvrir iez 
ouvriez 

ils 

ouvr ent 
ouvr aient 
ouvrir ont 
ouvrir aient 
ouvrent 




	TABLE 14 

	Partir* (to leave); Past Participle, parti


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

pars 

part ais 
partir ai 
partir ais 
parte 

tu 

pars 

part ais 
partir as 
partir ais 
partes 

il 

part 

part ait 
partir a 
partir ait 
parte 

nous 

partons 

part ions 
partir ons 
partir ions 
partions 

vous 

partez 

partiez 

partir ez 
partir iez 
partiez 

ils 

partent 

part aient 
partir ont 
partir aient 
partent 




	TABLE 15 

Pouvoir (to be able to, can); Past participle, pu
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

peux 

pouv ais 
pourr ai 
pourr ais 
puisse 

tu 

peux 

pouv ais 
pourr as 
pourr ais 
puisses 

il 

peut 

pouv ait 
pourr a 
pourr ait 
puisse 

nous 

pouvons 

pouv ions 
pourr ons 
pourr ions 
puissions 

vous 

pouvez 

pouv iez 
pourr ez 
pourr iez 
puissiez 

ils 

peuvent 

pouv aient 
pourr ont 
pourr aient 
puissent 




	TABLE 16 

	Prendre (to take); Past participle, pris


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

prends 

pren ais 
prendr ai 
prendr ais 
prenne 

tu 

prends 

pren ais 
prendr as 
prendr ais 
prennes 

il 

prend 

pren ait 
prendr a 
prendr ait 
prenne 

nous 

prenons 

pren ions 
prendr ons 
prendr ions 
prenions 

vous 

prenez 

pren iez 
prendr ez 
prendr iez 
preniez 

ils 

prennent 

pren aient 
prendr ont 
prendr aient 
prennent 




	TABLE 17 

Recevoir (to receive); Past participle, reçu
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

reçois 

recev ais 
recevr ai 
recevr ais 
reçoive 

tu 

reçois 

recev ais 
recevr as 
recevr ais 
reçoives 

il 

reçoit 

recev ait 
recevr a 
recevr ait 
reçoive 

nous 

recevons 

recev ions 
recevr ons 
recevr ions 
recevions 

vous 

recevez 

recev iez 
recevr ez 
recevr iez 
receviez 

ils 

reçoivent 

recev aient 
recevr ont 
recevr aient 
reçoivent 




	TABLE 18 

	Savoir (to know); Past participle, su


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

sais 

sav ais 
saur ai 
saur ais 
sache 

tu 

sais 

sav ais 
saur as 
saur ais 
saches 

il 

sait 

sav ait 
saur a 
saur ait 
sache 

nous 

savons 

sav ions 
saur ons 
saur ions 
sachions 

vous 

savez 

sav iez 
saur ez 
saur iez 
sachiez 

ils 

savent 

sav aient 
saur ont 
saur aient 
sachent 




	TABLE 19 

Sentir (to feel, smell); Past participle, senti
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

sens 

sent ais 
sentir ai 
sentir ais 
sente 

tu 

sens 

sent ais 
sentir as 
sentir ais 
sentes 

il 

sent 

sent ait 
sentir a 
sentir ait 
sente 

nous 

sentons 

sent ions 
sentir ons 
sentir ions 
sentions 

vous 

sentez 

sent iez 
sentir ez 
sentir iez 
sentiez 

ils 

sentent 

sent aient 
sentir ont 
sentir aient 
sentent 




	TABLE 20 

	Servir (to serve); Past participle, servi


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

sers 

serv ais 
servir ai 
servir ais 
serve 

tu 

sers 

serv ais 
servir as 
servir ais 
serves 

il 

sert 

serv ait 
servir a 
servir ait 
serve 

nous 

servons 

serv ions 
servir ons 
servir ions 
servions 

vous 

servez 

serv iez 
servir ez 
servir iez 
serviez 

ils 

servent 

serv aient 
servir ont 
servir aient 
servent 




	TABLE 21 

Sortir* (to go out); Past participle, sorti
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

sors 

sort ais 
sortir ai 
sortir ais 
sorte 

tu 

sors 

sort ais 
sortir as 
sortir ais 
sortes 

il 

sort 

sort ait 
sortir a 
sortir ait 
sorte 

nous 

sortons 

sort ions 
sortir ons 
sortir ions 
sortions 

vous 

sortez 

sort iez 
sortir ez 
sortir iez 
sortiez 

ils 

sortent 

sort aient 
sortir ont 
sortir aient 
sortent 




	TABLE 22 

	Venir* (to come); Past participle, venu


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

viens 

ven ais 
viendr ai 
viendr ais 
vienne 

tu 

viens 

ven ais 
viendr as 
viendr ais 
viennes 

il 

vient 

ven ait 
viendr a 
viendr ait 
vienne 

nous 

venons 

ven ions 
viendr ons 
viendr ions 
venions 

vous 

venez 

ven iez 
viendr ez 
viendr iez 
veniez 

ils 

viennent 

ven aient 
viendr ont 
viendr aient 
viennent 




	TABLE 23 

Voir (to see); Past participle, vu
Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

vois 

voy ais 
verr ai 
verr ais 
voie 

tu 

vois 

voy ais 
verr as 
verr ais 
voies 

il 

voit 

voy ait 
verr a 
verr ait 
voie 

nous 

voyons 

voy ions 
verr ons 
verr ions 
voyions 

vous 

voyez 

voy iez 
verr ez 
verr iez 
voyiez 

ils 

voient 

voy aient 
verr ont 
verr aient 
voient 




	TABLE 24 

	Vouloir (to want); Past participle, voulu


	Subject 

Present 

Imperfect 

Future 

Conditional 

Subjunctive 

je 

veux 

voul ais 
voudr ai 
voudr ais 
veuille 

tu 

veux 

voul ais 
voudr as 
voudr ais 
veuilles 

il 

veut 

voul ait 
voudr a 
voudr ait 
veuille 

nous 

voulons 

voul ions 
voudr ons 
voudr ions 
voulions 

vous 

voulez 

voul iez 
voudr ez 
voudr iez 
vouliez 

ils 

veulent 

voul aient 
voudr ont 
voudr aient 
veuillent 




Articles

Understanding Articles

Articles are small words that are generally classified as adjectives. They indicate that a noun or noun substitute will follow. French articles are singular or plural, depending upon whether the noun that follows is singular or plural. French singular articles may vary depending upon whether the following noun is masculine or feminine, or whether it starts with a vowel or consonant. 

Four French definite articles express the English word “the;” three French indefinite articles express “a,” “an,” and “one;” five partitive articles express “some” or “any;” and four demonstrative adjectives express “this,” “that,” “these,” and “those.” 

Definite Articles
The definite article, which expresses the English word “the,” indicates a specific person or thing: the family, for example. The masculine, feminine, singular, and plural forms are shown in Table 1 . 
	TABLE 1 

	Definite Articles



	Masculine 

Feminine 

Singular 
le or l' 

la or l' 

le garçon (the boy) 

la fille (the girl) 

l'homme (the man) 

l'actrice (the actress) 

Plural 
les 
les 
les garçons (the boys) 

les filles (the girls) 

les hommes (the men) 

les actrices (the actresses) 




Indefinite Articles

Indefinite articles, shown in Table 1 , refer to persons and objects not specifically identified: a girl, an apple, or some boys. Use different indefinite articles based on whether the noun that follows is masculine, feminine, singular, or plural. 
	TABLE 1 

	Indefinite Articles



	Masculine 

Feminine 

Singular 
un 
une 
un garçon (a boy) 

une fille (a girl) 

un ami (a friend) 

une amie (a friend) 

Plural 
des 
des 
des garçons (boys or some boys) 

des filles (girls or some girls) 

des amis (friends or some friends) 

des amies (friends or some friends) 





The e from the indefinite article une is never dropped. This final e does, however, change the sound of the word un, which is nasalized, to une, which is not nasalized. 

Omit the indefinite article in the following cases:

· After the verb être (to be) and devenir (to become) that come before the names of professions, except after c'est or when the noun is modified by an adjective 
· Anne est docteur. (Anne is a doctor.) 

· Luc devient avocat. (Luc is becoming a lawyer.) 

But:

· C'est une actrice. (She's an actress.) 

· C'est un dentiste. (He's a dentist.) 

· M. Leconte est un patron populaire. (Mr. Leconte is a popular boss.) 

· After the exclamatory adjective quel (quelle, quels, quelles) 
· Quel garçon curieux! (What a curious boy!) 

· Quelles maisons luxueuses! (What luxurious houses!) 

· Before the numbers cent (100) and mille (1,000) 
· cent enfants (one hundred children) 

· mille dollars (one thousand dollars) 


Partitive Articles

Use the partitive article, which expresses that you want part of a whole (some or any), to ask for an indefinite quantity (something that is not being counted). Before a noun, the partitive is generally expressed by de + the definite article. Note that de + le contract to become du and de + les contract to become des, as shown in Table 1. 
	TABLE 1 

	Partitive Articles


		

	Article 

Used Before 

Example 

du 

masculine singular nouns beginning with a consonant

du temps (some time) 

de la 

feminine singular nouns beginning with a consonant

de la glace (some ice cream) 

de l' 

any singular noun beginning with a vowel

de l'argent (some money) 

des 

any plural noun

des gens (some people)





Note the following about the use of the partitive article:

· Although the partitive some or any may be omitted in English, it may not be omitted in French and must be repeated before each noun. 
· Il prend des cèrèales et du lait. (He's having cereal and milk.) 

· In a negative sentence, the partitive some or any is expressed by de or d' without the article. 
· Je ne mange jamais de fruits. (I never eat any fruits.) 

· Je n'ai pas d'amis. (I don't have any friends.) 

· Before a singular adjective preceding a singular noun, the partitive is expressed with or without the article. 

· C'est de (du) bon gâteau. (That's good cake.) 

· Before a plural adjective preceding a plural noun, the partitive is expressed by de alone. 
· Ce sont de bons èlèves. (They are good students.) 

· Certain nouns and adverbs of quantity are followed by the partitive article de (d’ before a vowel). 
	Nouns
	Adverbs

	un boîte de (a box, can of)

	assez de (enough)


	un bol de (a bowl of)

	beaucoup de (many, much, a lot of)


	une tasse de (a cup of)

	peu de (few, a little)


	un verre de (a glass of)

	trop de (too many, much)


	Donnez-moi une tasse de cafè.

	Give me a cup of coffee.)


	Il a beaucoup d'amis.

	(He has a lot of friends.)



	


· The following nouns and adverbs of quantity are followed by de + definite article: 
· la plupart (most) 

· bien (a good many) 

· la majoritè (the majority) 

· la plus grande partie (the majority) 

· La plupart des gens aiment ce film. (Most people like this movie.) 
· The adjectives plusieurs (several) and quelques (some) modify the noun directly. 
· J'adore plusieurs lègumes. (I like several vegetables.) 

· Il achète quelques livres. (He is buying some books.) 

· The partitive is not used with sans (without) and ne … ni … ni (neither … nor). 
· Elle prendra du thè sans citron. (She'll take tea without lemon.) 

· Il ne boit ni cafè ni thè. (He doesn't drink coffee or tea.) 


Definite versus Partitive

Although the definite article (le, la, l', les) is used with nouns in a general sense, the partitive is used to express some or part of something:

· J'adore le chocolat. (I love chocolate.) 

· Donne-moi du chocolat. (Give me some chocolate.) 

Although you use un or une when speaking about one portion or serving, you use an adverb or noun of quantity or the partitive to express amounts: 

· Un chocolat chaud, s'il vous plaît. (A hot chocolate, please.) 

· Un bol de chocolat chaud, s'il vous plaît. (A bowl of hot chocolate, please.) 

· Du chocolat chaud, s'il vous plaît. (Some hot chocolate, please.) 
Demonstrative Adjectives
Demonstrative adjectives, shown in Table 1 , precede and agree in number (singular or plural) and gender (masculine or feminine) with the nouns they modify. Demonstrative adjectives indicate or point out the person, place, or thing referred to. Singular demonstrative adjectives can mean either “this” or “that.” Plural demonstrative adjectives can mean either “these” or “those.”

	TABLE 1 

	Demonstrative Adjectives


	Masculine 

Feminine 

Singular 
ce (cet) 
cette 
J'adore ce livre. 

Cette robe est belle. 

(I love this book.)

(That dress is beautiful.)

Plural 
ces 

ces 

J'achète ces livres. 

Ces filles sont amies. 

(I'm buying these books.)

(Those girls are friends.)





Note the following about demonstrative adjectives:

· The masculine singular demonstrative adjective cet is used before a masculine singular noun that begins with a vowel or vowel sound to prevent a clash of vowel sounds. When speaking, link the final t of cet with the vowel that follows. 

· cet hotel (this/that hotel) 

But:

· cette actrice (this/that actress) 

· Repeat the demonstrative adjective before each noun. 

· cet appartement et cette maison (this appartment and that house) 

· ces hommes et ces femmes (these men and women or these men and those women) 

· If you must distinguish between this and that or these and those, for clarity, emphasis, comparison, or contrast, add the tags ci (from the word ici, which means “here”) to mean this and these, and là (from the word là which means “there”) to mean that and those, to the nouns being compared. They are attached with a hyphen, as follows: 
· cette fille-ci et ce garçon-là (this girl and that boy) 



Possession
Possession Using de
The preposition de (of) is used to express relationship and possession. If the sentence has two or more nouns, de (or d' before a vowel) is repeated before each noun: Ce sont les parents de Roger et de Luc. (They are Roger and Luke's parents. /They are the parents of Roger and of Luke.) 
With masculine singular and plural nouns, de contracts with the definite article le to become du or contracts with les to become des in order to express “of the”: 
· Ce sont les parents du garçon. (They are the boy's parents./They are the parents of the boy.) 

· Ce sont les parents des garçons. (They are the boys' parents./They are the parents of the boys.) 

Possession Using être à
The idiom être à (to belong to) is usually used to show possession of a thing. Conjugate être to agree with the subject, and if the sentence contains two or more nouns, repeat the preposition à before each noun: Ces CDs sont à Mathieu et à Bernard. (These CDs belong to Mathew and Bernard.) 

Note how être à is used in questions, as follows: 

· À qui est ce stylo? (Whose pen is this?) 

· À qui sont ces magazines? (Whose magazines are these?) 

Possessive Adjectives

Like all French adjectives, possessive adjectives, listed in Table 1 , agree in gender and number with the nouns they modify (the person or item that is possessed) and not with the subject (the person possessing them). 
	TABLE 1
	Possessive Adjectives


	Singular Masculine
Singular Feminine
Plural
English
mon
ma
mes
my

ton
ta
tes
your

son
sa
ses
his, her, its

notre
notre
nos
our

votre
votre
vos
your

leur
leur
leurs
their




When using possessive adjectives, note the following: 

· Possessive adjectives agree with and are repeated before each noun. 

· J'aime mon père, ma mère, et mes sœurs. (I love my father, my mother, and my sisters.) 

· Donne-moi leurs CDs et ta stéréo. (Give me their CDs and your stereo.) 

· Son and sa can mean either his or her because the possessive adjective agrees with the noun it modifies and not with the possessor. Sa mère, therefore, could mean either his or her mother, because sa agrees with the word mother, which is feminine. Similarly, son père can mean either his or her father because son agrees with the word père, which is masculine. The true meaning of the word can be determined only by the context of the conversation. 
· The forms mon, ton, and son are used instead of ma, ta, and sa before a feminine singular noun beginning with a vowel or vowel sound. 
     This allows the words to flow smoothly. 

· mon adresse (my address) 

· ton hôtesse (your hostess) 

· son amie (his/her friend)

· When referring to parts of the body, the possessive adjective is generally replaced with the definite article if the possessor is clear. 

· Je me brosse les cheveux. (I brush my hair.) 

· Elle lève la main. (She raises her hand.) 

· There is no elision with possessive adjectives: The final - a from ma, ta, and sa may never be dropped. 

· Qui est ton artiste favorite? (Who is your favorite artist?) 

Some French expressions of relationship include the following:

· une de mes amies (a [girl]friend of mine/one of my [girl]friends) 

· un de ses enfants (a child of his/one of his children) 

· un de leurs voisins (a neighbor of theirs/one of their neighbors) 

Pronouns

Subject Pronouns

A pronoun is a word that is used to replace a noun (a person, place, thing, idea, or quality). Pronouns allow for fluidity by eliminating the need to constantly repeat the same noun in a sentence
A subject pronoun replaces a subject noun (the noun performing the action of the verb). Just as in English, French subject pronouns are given a person and a number (singular or plural), as shown in Table 1 : 
	TABLE 1
	Subject Pronouns



	Person
Singular
Plural
1st

je (l)

nous (we)

2nd

tu (you)

vous (you)

3rd

il (he, it)

ils (they)

elle (she, it)

elles (they)

on (one, you, we, they)




Je

Unlike the English pronoun “I,” the pronoun je is capitalized only when it begins a sentence. Je becomes j' before a vowel or vowel sound ( y and unaspirated h — meaning that no puff of air is emitted when producing the h sound): 

· J'adore le français. (I love French.) 

· Voilà où j'habite. (There's where I live.) 

Tu

Tu is used to address one friend, relative, child, or pet and is referred to as the familiar form of “you.” The u from tu is never dropped for purposes of elision: Tu es mon meilleur ami. (You are my best friend.) 

Vous

Vous is used in the singular to show respect to an older person or when speaking to a stranger or someone you do not know very well. Vous is the polite or formal form of “you:” Vous êtes un patron très respecté. (You are a very respected boss.) 

In addition, vous is always used when speaking to more than one person, regardless of the degree of familiarity. 

Il and elle
Il (he) and elle (she) may refer to a person or to a thing (it): 

· L'homme arrive. (The man arrives.) Il arrive. (He arrives.) 

· Le colis arrive. (The package arrives.) Il arrive. (It arrives.) 

· La dame arrive. (The lady arrives.) Elle arrive. (She arrives.) 

· La lettre arrive. (The letter arrives.) Elle arrive. (It arrives.) 

On

On refers to an indefinite person: you, we, they, or people in general. On is often used in place of nous, such as in the following: on part (we're leaving). 

Ils and elles

Ils refers to more than one male or to a combined group of males and females, despite the number of each gender present. Elles refers only to a group of females. 

· Anne et Luc partent. (Ann and Luke leave.) Ils partent. (They leave.) 

· Anne et Marie partent. (Ann and Marie leave.) Elles partent. (They leave.) 

Ce

The pronoun ce (it, he, she, this, that, these, those), spelled c' before a vowel, is most frequently used with the verb être (to be): c'est (it is) or ce sont (they are). Ce replaces il, elle, ils, and elles as the subject of the sentence in the following constructions: 

· Before a modified noun: C'est un bon avocat. (He's a good lawyer.) 

But, when unmodified, the following is correct: Il est avocat. (He's a lawyer.) 

· Before a name: C'est Jean. (It's John.) 

· Before a pronoun: C'est moi. (It is me.) 

· Before a superlative: C'est le plus grand. (It's the biggest.) 

· In dates: C'est le dix mars.(It's March 10th.) 

· Before a masculine singular adjective that refers to a previously mentioned idea or action: Il est important. (He is important.) C'est évident. (That's obvious). 

· Before an adjective + à + infinitive (the form of any verb before it is conjugated): C'est bon à savoir. (That's good to know.) 

Use il in the following constructions: 

· To express the hour of the day: Il est deux heures. (It's 2 o'clock.) 

· With an adjective + de + infinitive: Il est bon de manger. (It's good to eat.) 

· With an adjective before que: Il est important que je travaille. (It is important that I work.) 
Using Object Pronouns
Object pronouns are used so that an object noun doesn't have to be continuously repeated. This allows for a more free-flowing conversational tone. When using object pronouns, make sure your conjugated verb agrees with the subject and not the object pronoun. Table 1 lists direct and indirect object pronouns:
	TABLE 1 

	Direct/ Indirect Object Pronouns


	Direct 

Indirect 

me [m'] (me) 

me [m'] (to me) 

te [t'] (you) 

te [t'] (to you) 

le [l'] (he, it) 

lui (to him) 

la [l'] (her, it) 

lui (to her) 

nous (us) 

nous (to us) 

vous (you) 

vous (to you) 

les (them) 

leur (to them) 

se [s'] (themselves) 

se [s'] (to themselves) 





The forms me, te, se, nous, and vous are both direct, indirect object, and reflexive pronouns. 

Direct object pronouns

Direct objects (which can be nouns or pronouns) answer the question as to whom or what the subject is acting upon. It may refer to people, places, things, or ideas. A direct object pronoun replaces a direct object noun and, unlike in English, is usually placed before the conjugated verb. 

· Tu regardes le film. (You watch the movie.): Tu le regardes. (You watch it.) 

· Je t'aime. (I love you.) 

· Tu m'aimes. (You love me.) 

Indirect object pronouns

Indirect objects (which can be nouns or pronouns) answer the question of to or for whom the subject is doing something. They refer only to people. An indirect object pronoun replaces an indirect object noun, and, unlike in English, is usually placed before the conjugated verb. As a clue, look for the preposition à (to, for), which may be in the form of au (the contraction of à + le), à l', à la, or aux (the contraction of à + les), followed by the name or reference to a person. 

· Elle écrit à Jean. (She writes to John.): Elle lui écrit. (She writes to him.) 

· Tu m'offres un sac à main. (You offer me a purse.) 

· Je t'offre un sac à main. (I offer you a purse.) 

Verbs that take an indirect object in English do not necessarily take an indirect object in French. The following verbs take a direct object in French:

· attendre (to wait for) 

· chercher (to look for) 

· écouter (to listen to) 

· espérer (to hope for/to) 

· faire venir (to call for) 

· payer (to pay) 

Verbs that take a direct object in English do not necessarily take a direct object in French. The following verbs take an indirect object in French because they are followed by à:

· convenir à (to suit) 

· désobéir à (to disobey) 

· faire honte à (to shame) 

· faire mal à (to hurt) 

· faire peur à (to frighten) 

· obéir à (to obey) 

· plaire à (to please) 

· répondre à (to answer) 

· ressembler à (to resemble) 

· téléphoner à (to call) 

The expression penser à (to think about) is followed by a stress pronoun; for example, Je pense à lui/elle. (I think about him/her). 

The following verbs require an indirect object because they are followed by à. Note the correct preposition to use before the infinitive of the verb.

· apprendre (teach) à quelqu'un à + infinitive 

· enseigner (teach) à quelqu'un à + infinitive 

· conseiller (advise) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· défendre (forbid) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· demander (ask) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· ordonner (order) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· pardonner (forgive) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· permettre (permit) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· promettre (promise) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· rappeler (remind) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

· reprocher (reproach) à quelqu'un de + infinitive 

With the French verbs plaire (to please), falloir (to be necessary), and manquer (to miss), the French indirect object is the subject in the English sentence: 

· Ce cadeau me plaît. (I like this gift. This gift is pleasing to me.) 

· Il me faut un stylo. (I need a pen. A pen is necessary for me.) 

· Tu me manques. (I miss you. I am missing to you.) 

The adverbial pronoun (y) 

The adverbial pronoun y (pronounced ee) means “there” when the place has already been mentioned. Y can also mean “it,” “them,” “in it/them,” “to it/them,” or “on it/them.” Y usually replaces the preposition à + the noun object of the preposition, but it may also replace other prepositions of location or position, such as chez (at the house/business of) , dans (in) , en (in), sous (under), or sur (on) + noun: 

· Je vais à Paris. (I'm going to Paris.) J'y vais. (I'm going there.) 

· Il répond à la note. (He answers the note.) Il y répond. (He answers it.) 

· Tu restes dans ton lit. (You stay in the hotel.) Tu y restes. (You stay in it.) 

Y is used to replace de + noun only when de is part of a prepositional phrase showing location: L'hôtel est près de l'aéroport. (The hotel is near the airport.) L'hôtel y est. (The hotel is there.) 

Never use y to replace à + a person. Indirect object pronouns are used for this purpose: Je parle à Luc. (I speak to Luke.) Je lui parle. (I speak to him.) 

Sometimes y is used in French but is not translated into English: Il va au cinéma? (Is he going to the movies?) Oui, il y va. (Yes, he is.) 

The adverbial pronoun (en) 

The pronoun en refers to previously mentioned things or places. En usually replaces de + noun and may mean some or any, of it/them, about it/ them, from it/them, or from there: 

· Je veux de la glace. (I want some ice cream.) J'en veux. (I want some [of it]). 

· Tu ne bois pas de lait. (You don't drink any milk.) Tu n'en bois pas. (You don't drink any.) 

· Il parle de l'examen. (He speaks about the test.) Il en parle. (He speaks about it.) 

· Vous sortez du café. (You leave the cafe.) Vous en sortez. (You leave [from] it.) 

En is always expressed in French even though it may have no Engish equivalent or is not expressed in English: As-tu du temps? (Do you have any time?) Oui, j'en ai. (Yes, I do.) 

Note the following rules governing the use of en: 

· En is used with idiomatic expressions requiring de. 

· J'ai besoin de film. (I need film.) J'en ai besoin. (I need some.) 

· En is used to replace a noun (de + noun) after a number or a noun or adverb of quantity. 

· Je prépare six gâteaux. (I'm preparing six cakes.) J'en prépare six. 

(I'm preparing six [of them].)

· Tu bois une tasse de thé. (You drink a cup of tea.) Tu en bois. 

(You drink a cup [of it].)

· En only refers to people when de means some. In all other cases (when de + a noun mean “of” or “about” a person), a stress pronoun is used. 
· I have a lot of sons. (J'ai beaucoup de fils.) I have a lot of them. (J'en ai beaucoup.) 

The position of object pronouns

An object pronoun is placed before the verb to which its meaning is tied, usually before the conjugated verb. When a sentence contains two verbs, the object pronoun is placed before the infinitive:

· Je le demande. (I ask for it.) Je ne le demande pas. (I don't ask for it.) 

· Il va en boire. (He is going to drink some of it.) Il ne va pas en boire. (He isn't going to drink some of it.) 

In an affirmative command, an object pronoun is placed immediately after the verb and is joined to it by a hyphen. The familiar command forms of - er verbs (regular and irregular — retain their final s before y and en to prevent the clash of two vowel sounds together. Put a liaison (linking) between the final consonant and y or en: Restes-y! (Stay there!) But: N'y reste pas! (Don't stay there!) 

In compound tenses, the object pronoun is placed before the conjugated helping verb: J'ai parlé à Nancy. (I spoke to Nancy.) Je lui ai parlé. (I spoke to her.) 

Double object pronouns

The term double object pronouns refers to using more than one pronoun in a sentence at a time, as follows: 
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The following examples show how double object pronouns are used before the conjugated verb, before the infinitive when there are two verbs, in the past tense, and in a negative command. Note the different order of the pronouns in the affirmative command:

· Before the conjugated verb: Elle me la donne. (She gives it to me.) 

· Before the infinitive with two verbs: Vas-tu m'en offrir? (Are you going to offer me any?) 

· In the past tense: Tu le lui as écrit. (You wrote it to her.) 

· In a negative command: Ne me le montrez pas. (Don't show it to me.) 

But note the difference in an affirmative command: Montrez-le-moi, s'il vous plaît. (Please show it to me.) 

In an affirmative command, m oi + en and toi + en become m'en and t'en respectively: 

· Donne-m'en, s'il te plaît. (Please give me some.) 

· Va t'en. (Go away.) 


Independent (Stress) Pronouns

Independent pronouns, listed in Table 1 , may stand alone or follow a verb or a preposition. They are used to emphasize a fact and to highlight or replace nouns or pronouns. 

	TABLE 1 

	Independent Pronouns


	Singular 

Plural 

moi (I, me) 

nous (we, us) 

toi (you) 

vous (you) 

lui (he, him) 

eux (they, them) 

elle (she, her) 

elles (they, them) 

soi (oneself) 




Independent pronouns are used as follows:

· To stress the subject: Moi, je suis vraiment indépendant. (Me, I'm really independent.) 

· When the pronoun has no verb: Qui veut partir? (Who wants to leave?) Moi. (Me.) 

· After prepositions to refer to a person or persons: Allons chez elle. 

(Let's go to her house.)

· After c'est: C'est moi qui pars. (I'm leaving.) 

· After the following verbs: 

· avoir affaire à (to have dealings with) 

· être à (to belong to) 

· faire attention à (to pay attention to) 

· penser à (to think about [of)]) 

· se fier à (to trust) 

· s'intéresser à (to be interested in) 

· Ceci est à moi. (This belongs to me.) 

· In compound subjects: 

· Lui et moi allons au restaurant. (He and I are going to the restaurant.) 

· Sylvie et toi dînez chez Marie. (Sylvia and you are dining at Marie's.) 

If moi is one of the stress pronouns in a compound subject, the subject pronoun nous is used in summary (someone + me = we) and the conjugated verb must agree with nous. If toi is one of the stress pronouns in a compound subject, the subject prounoun vous is used in summary (someone + you [singular] = you [plural]) and the conjugated verb must agree with the vous. Neither nous nor vous has to appear in the sentence. 

· With - même(s) to reinforce the subject: Je suis allé au concert moi-même. (I went to the concert by myself.) 

Relative Pronouns

A relative pronoun (“who,” “which,” or “that”) joins a main clause to a dependent clause. This pronoun introduces the dependent clause that describes someone or something mentioned in the main clause. The person or thing the pronoun refers to is called the antecedent. A relative clause may serve as a subject, a direct object, or an object of a preposition.


Qui (subject) and que (direct object) 

Qui (“who,” “which,” “that”) is the subject of a relative clause (which means that it will be followed by a verb in the dependent clause). Qui may refer to people, things, or places and follows the format antecedent + subject + verb: C'est la femme qui a gagné. (She's the woman who won.) 

The verb of a relative clause introduced by qui is conjugated to agree with its antecedent: C'est moi qui choisis les bons cafés. (I am the one who chooses the good cafés.) 

Que (“whom,” “which,” or “that”) is the direct object of a relative clause (which means that it will be followed by a noun or pronoun). Although frequently omitted in English, the relative pronoun is always expressed in French. Que may refer to people or things and follows the format antecedent + direct object + pronoun: C'est l'homme que j' adore. (He's the man [that] I love.) 

Qui and lequel (objects of a preposition) 

Qui (meaning “whom”) is used as the object of a preposition referring to a person. 

· Anne est la femme avec qui je travaille. (Anne is the woman with whom I am working.) 

Lequel, laquelle, lesquels, lesquelles (“which” or “whom”) are used as the object of a preposition referring primarily to things. The form of lequel must agree with the antecedent. Select the proper form of lequel after consulting Table 1 , for example, Voilà la piscine dans laquelle je nage. (There is the pool in which I swim.) 
	TABLE 1 

	Forms of Lequel 

		
		
		

	Singular 

Plural 

Masculine

lequel 

lesquels 

Feminine

laquelle 

lesquelles 




Lequel and its forms contract with the prepositions à and de, as shown in Table 2 : 
	TABLE 2
	Lequel with Prepositions

		
		

	Singular
Plural
Masculine
Feminine
Masculine
Feminine
auquel
à laquelle
auxquels
auxquelles
duquel
de laquelle
desquels
desquelles



Some examples include the following:

· Ce sont les hommes auxquels elle pense. (Those are the men she is thinking about.) 

· C'est la classe de laquelle je parlais. (That's the class I was talking about.) 

Ce qui and ce que 

The relative pronouns ce qui and ce que are used when no antecedent noun or pronoun is present: 

· Ce quimeans “what” or “that which” and is the subject of a verb: Je me demande ce qui se passe. (I wonder what is happening.) 

· Ce que means “what” (that which) and is the object of a verb: Tu sais ce que ça veut dire. (You know what that means.) 

La phrase négative
Common Negative Words and Phrases
Negatives express not, never, neither… nor, no longer, no more, no one, nobody, only, and nothing. 
Like English, double negatives are not used in French; however, in French, a negative is generally made up of two parts, which must be placed properly. Forming the negative may or may not include the word non (no). 

In addition, certain negative expressions are used colloquially and idiomatically and are necessary parts of everyday conversation.

Of the most commonly used negatives, listed in Table 1 , ne … pas is the most frequently used. Consider the following examples: 
	TABLE 1
	Common Negatives


	Negative
English Translation
ne … jamais
never

ne … ni … ni
neither … nor

ne … pas
not

ne … personne
no one, nobody, anyone, anybody

ne … plus
no more, no longer

ne … que
only

ne … rien
nothing




Example:

· Je ne fume pas. (I don't smoke.) 

· Elle ne conduit jamais. (She never drives.) 

Some words used in questions produce a logical negative response, as in the following examples. Table 2 contains more logical negative responses. 

	TABLE 2
Logical Negative Responses
Question Words
Negative Response
quelqu'un (someone, somebody)

ne … personne (no one, nobody, anyone, anybody)

quelquefois (sometimes)

ne … jamais (never)

quelque chose (something)

ne … rien (nothing)

toujours (always)

ne … jamais (never)

toujours (still)

ne … plus (no more, no longer)




Example:

· Tu cherches quelqu'un? (Are you looking for someone?) 

· Je ne cherche personne. (I'm not looking for anyone.) 

Some high frequency negative expressions include the following:

· ça ne fait rien (it doesn't matter) 
· Tu es en retard. (You're late.) Ça ne fait rien. (It doesn't matter.) 

· de rien (you're welcome) and il n'y a pas de quoi (you're welcome) 
· Merci beaucoup. (Thanks a lot.) De rien. [Il n'y a pas de quoi.] (You're welcome.) 

· jamais de la vie! (never! out of the question! not on your life!) 
· Tu veux piloter un avion? (Do you want to pilot an airplane?) Jamais de la vie! (Not on your life!) 

· pas du tout (not at all) 
· Ça vous énerve? (Does that bother you?) Pas du tout. (Not at all.) 

· pas encore (not yet) 
· Tu veux manger? (Do you want to eat?) Pas encore. (Not yet.) 

· pas maintenant (not now) 
· On sort? (Shall we go out?) Pas maintenant. (Not yet.) 

Forming the Negative
In simple tenses (present, imperfect, future, conditional) and in the compound past tense (le passé composé), ne precedes the conjugated verb (the conjugated form of avoir or être in the passé composé), and any pronouns, including reflexive pronouns. The second part of the negative follows the conjugated verb (or follows the subject pronoun in an inverted question). Table 1 illustrates how this is done. 
	TABLE 1 

	Positioning the Negative


	Tense 

French Negation 

English Translation 

Present tense

Je ne fume pas. Ne fumes-tu pas? 

I don't smoke. Don't you smoke?

Present tense with two verbs

Je ne vais jamais fumer. 

I'm never going to smoke.

Command in the present tense

Ne fume pas! 

Don't smoke!

Reflexives

Il ne se rase jamais. 

He never shaves.

Imperfect

Je ne fumais rien. 

I wasn't smoking anything.

Future

Je ne fumerai plus. 

I will no longer smoke.

Conditional

Je ne fumerais que des cigarettes. 

I would smoke only cigarettes.

Passé composé 

Je n'ai jamais fumé. 

I never smoked.

Reflexive passé composé 

Il ne s'est pas rasé. 

He didn't shave.




Consider the following rules regarding the formation of negatives:

· Ne + the negative goes around the conjugated verb when it is followed by an infinitive. 
· Elle ne veut plus jouer. (She doesn't want to play anymore.) 

· Il ne peut pas sortir. (He can't go out.) 

· Personne follows the past participle and the infinitive: 
· Il n'a vu personne. (He didn't see anyone.) 

· Je ne veux voir personne. (I don't want to see anyone.) 

· Que precedes the word or words stressed. 
· Il ne mange que deux fois par jour. (He eats only two times a day.) 

· Elle n'a acheté qu'une robe. (She bought only one dress.) 

· Je ne vais le faire qu'une fois. (I'm going to do it only once.) 

· Each part of the ne … ni … ni construction precedes the word or words stressed. 

· Nous ne mangeons ni viande ni poisson. (We eat neither meat nor fish.) 

· Le cours n'était ni bon ni mauvais. (The course was neither good nor bad.) 

· Il n'a ni étudié ni fait ses devoirs. (He neither studied nor did his homework.) 

· Rien and personne may be used as subjects of a verb, but ne remains before the conjugated verb. 
· Rien n'est arrivé. (Nothing happened.) 

· Personne n'est arrivé. (Nobody arrived.) 

· Ne is always used with a verb. The second part of the negative, however, may be used alone (without ne), but pas and plus must be modified. 
· Qu'est-ce que tu manges? (What are you eating?) Rien. (Nothing.) 

· Qui chante? (Who's singing?) Personne. (No one.) 

· Tu aimes le film? (Do you like the film?) Pas beaucoup. Not much. 

· Plus de gâteau pour toi. (No more cake for you.) 

· Ne … jamais used with a verb and jamais used alone without a verb mean never. Jamais with only a verb means ever. 
· Je n'ai jamais vu ce film. (I never saw that film.) Non, jamais! (No, never!) 

· Es-tu jamais allé au Canada? (Have you ever been to Canada?) 

Asking Yes or No Questions

You can get a yes or no answer to a question in four ways, covered in each of the following sections. 
Intonation
Questions are often asked by a noticeable change in intonation (modulation of the voice), typified by a rising inflection (change in the voice) at the end of the statement. This is the simplest and most colloquial way to ask a question: Tu veux sortir? (Do you want to go out?) 

To make the question negative, put ne … pas around the conjugated verb: 

· Tu ne veux pas sortir? (Don't you want to go out?) 

· Tu n'es pas sorti? (Didn't you go out?) 

N'est-ce pas 

The tag n'est-ce pas has various meanings: 

· isn't that so?

· right?

· isn't (doesn't) he/she?

· aren't (don't) they?

· aren't (don't) we?

· aren't (don't) you?

N'est-ce pas is a negative expression, so use n'est-ce pas at the end of an affirmative statement only when the expected answer is “yes”: Tu veux sortir, n'est-ce pas? (You want to go out, don't you?) 

To answer yes to a negative question, use si instead of oui: Si, je veux sortir. (Yes, I want to go out.) 
Est-ce que 

Turn a statement into a question by beginning with the expression est-ce que, which is not translated literally, but indicates that a question will follow. This is a common conversational way to ask a question. Est-ce que tu veux sortir? (Do you want to go out?) 
To make the question negative, place ne … pas around the conjugated verb: 

· Est-ce que tu ne veux pas sortir? (Don't you want to go out?) 

· Est-ce que tu n'es pas sorti? (Didn't you go out?) 

Inversion

Inversion is the reversal of the word order of the subject pronoun and the conjugated verb in order to form a question: You simply join the verb to its subject pronoun with a hyphen. Inversion is the most formal way to ask a question and is generally used more frequently in writing than in conversation. 

The rules for inversion are as follows:

· Avoid inverting with je, which is awkward and rarely used except for the following: 
· ai-je … ? (do I have … ?) 

· suis-je … ? (am I … ?) 

· dois-je … ? (must I … ? 

· puis-je … ? (may I … ?[permission]) 

· Inversion occurs in all tenses but only with subject pronouns and conjugated verbs: 

· Sors-tu? (Are you going out?) 

· Veux-tu sortir? (Do you want to go out?) 

· Es-tu sorti? (Did you go out?) 

· Sortais-tu? (Were you going out?) 

· Sortirais-tu? (Would you go out?) 

· Se lèvent-ils? (Are they getting up?) 

· Se sont-ils levés? (Did they get up?) 

The preceding questions can be made negative by putting the first part of the negative phrase before the reflexive pronoun or conjugated verb, and the second part of the negative after the subject pronoun:

· Ne sors-tu jamais? (Don't you ever go out?) 

· Ne veux-tu pas sortir? (Don't you want to go out?) 

· Ne se sont-ils pas levés? (Didn't they get up?) 

· When the third person singular of the verb ( il, elle, on) ends in a vowel, a - t- is inserted between the verb and the subject pronoun to prevent having two vowels sounds together: 
· Travaille-t-il? (Is he working?) 

· A-t-elle fini? (Did she finish?) 

But, consider the following:

· Obéit-elle? (Does she obey?) 

· S'est-il lavé? (Did he wash himself?) 

· With a noun subject, a double-subject construction is used: noun + verb-third person pronoun, for example: La fille est- elle (xxx). The third person pronoun agrees in number and gender with the corresponding subject noun: 

· Jean est-il blond? (Is John blond?) 

· Les films sont-ils bons? (Are the films good?) 

· Cette machine marche-t-elle? (Is that machine working?) 

· Les filles se sont-elles maquillées? (Did the girls put on make up?) 

Follow the preceding rules to make these sentences negative:

· Jean n'est-il pas blond? (Isn't John bolnd?) 

· Les films ne sont-ils pas bons? (Aren't the films good?) 

· Cette machine ne marche-t-elle pas? (Isn't this machine working?) 

· Les filles ne se sont-elles pas maquillées? (Didn;t the girls put on makeup?) 

Asking for Information
Use interrogative adjectives, adverbs, and pronouns to ask for information.
Interrogative adjectives
The interrogative adjective quel (which?, what?), shown in Table 1 , agrees in number and gender with the noun it modifies. 

	TABLE 1
	Interrogative Adjectives


	Number
Masculine
Feminine
Singular

quel
quelle
Plural

quels
quelles



Quel may be followed by est-ce que or inversion: 

· Quelle chemise est-ce que tu préfères? (Which shirt do you prefer?) 

· Quelle chemise préfères-tu? (Which shirt do you prefer?) 

In colloquial French, quel + a noun may be placed at the end of the phrase to form the question: Tu préfères quelle chemise? (Which shirt do you prefer?) 

Quel may also be preceded by a preposition: 

· De quelle chemise est-ce que tu parles? (Which shirt are you talking about?) 

· De quelle chemise parles-tu? (Which shirt are you talking about?) 

Être is the only verb that may separate quel from its noun: 

· Quel est ton nom? (What's your name?) 

· Quelle est la date? (What's the date?) 

Interrogative adverbs

The following interrogative adverbs can be used with est-ce que or inversion to ask questions. 

· comment (how?) 

· combien (how much/many?) 

· quand (when?) 

· où (where?) 

· d'où (from where?) 

· pourquoi (why?) 

In colloquial spoken French, they are often placed after the verb, as follows:

· Tu t'appelles comment? (What's your name?) 

· Les invités arrivent quand? (When are the guests arriving?) 

With combien, comment, où, d'où, and quand (but not with pourquoi), a question may be formed by inverting a noun subject with a verb that has no object: 

· Où habite cette famille? (Where does that family live?) 

· Combien coûte ce CD? (How much does this CD cost?) 

Invariable interrogative pronouns

Invariable interrogative pronouns (which do not change), illustrated in Table 2 , have only one form. No agreement is necessary. 
	TABLE 2
	Invariable Interrogative Pronouns


	Part of Speech
People
Things
Subject

who?

what?

qui

–

qui est-ce qui
qu'est-ce qui
Direct object

whom?

what?

qui
que (quoi)
qui est-ce que
qu'est-ce que
Object of the preposition

who?

what?

qui
quoi
qui est-ce que
–




Note that the ‘’i’’ from qui is never dropped, whereas que becomes qu' before a vowel or vowel sound: 

Invariable interrogative pronouns are used in the following ways:

· As subjects, followed by verbs in the third person singular 

· Qui (Qui est-ce qui) est tombé? (Who fell?) 

· Qu'est-ce qui est tombé? (What fell?) 

(Qui is the short form and qu'est-ce qui is the long form. Either is acceptable.) 

· As objects of the verb

· Qui est-ce que tu cherches? (Whom are you looking for?) 

· Qui cherches-tu? (Whom are you looking for?) 

· Tu cherches qui? (Whom are you looking for?) 

· Qu'est-ce que tu cherches? (What are you looking for?) 

· Que cherches-tu? (What are you looking for?) 

· Tu cherches quoi? (What are you looking for?) 

Note that que becomes quoi after a verb. With que, when the subject is a noun, inversion is not performed: Que cherche Sylvie? (What is Sylvia looking for?) 

· As objects of a preposition

Use a preposition + qui for people; use a preposition + quoi for things. 

· À qui est-ce que tu parles? (To whom are you speaking?) 

· À qui parles-tu? (To whom are you speaking?) 

· Tu parles à qui? (To whom are you speaking?) 

· De quoi est-ce que tu parles? (What are you talking about?) 

· De quoi parles-tu? (What are you talking about?) 

· Tu parles de quoi? (What are you talking about?) 

À qui shows possession: À qui est ce livre? (Whose book is this?) 

De qui shows relationship: De qui es-tu le frère? (Whose brother are you?) 

Variable interrogative pronouns

Variable interrogative pronouns agree in number and gender with the nouns they replace. Select the singular form of the interrogative pronoun to express “which one” and the plural to express “which ones.”

· Laquelle de ces voitures aimes-tu? (Which one of these cars do you like?) 

· Lesquels de ces films as-tu vus? (Which ones of these films have you seen?) 

· À laquelle de tes amies écris-tu? (To which one of your friends are you writing?) 

· Desquels de ces papiers avez-vous besoin? (Which ones of these papers do you need?) 

Use contractions with the prepositions à (to) and de (of, from) as shown in Table 3 : 

	TABLE 3
	Variable Interrogative Pronouns


	Number
Masculine
Feminine
Singular

lequel
laquelle
à

auquel
à laquelle
de
duquel
de laquelle
Plural

lesquels
lesquelles
à

desquels
de laquelle
de
auxquels
desquelles



Il y a 

Il y a (there is/are or is/are there?) can ask or answer a question, as follows: 

· Il y a un bal ce soir? (Is there a party this evening?) 

· Est-ce qu'il y a un bal ce soir? (Is there a party this evening?) 

· Y a-t-il un bal ce soir? (Is there a party this evening?) 

· Il n'y a pas de bal ce soir? (Isn't there a party this evening?) 

· Est-ce qu'il n'y a pas de bal ce soir? (Isn't there a party this evening?) 

· N'y a-t-il pas de bal ce soir? (Isn't there a party this evening?) 

· Non, il n'y a pas de bal ce soir. (No, there isn't a party this evening.) 

Exclaiming
Use the adjective quel when exclaiming: 

· Quelle belle histoire! (What a beautiful story!) 

· Quelles idées intéressantes! (What interesting ideas!) 

Note that Quel must agree with the noun it modifies, as shown in Table 1
	TABLE 1
	Exclamations


	Number
Masculine
Feminine
Singular

quel
quelle
Plural

quels
quelles



